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Conventions
The following conventions are used in this document.
· Board means Board of Directors
· Citations from other sources are in italics.
· This document uses Hyperlinks or linkages with other documents where practicable.
· OStG means the Order of St. George

scope
Purpose
The purpose of this Commendation Policy is to provide the framework for the Grand Prior, the individual Priors and the Honours & Awards Committee to manage and approve the award of commendations under the auspices of the Grand Prior or the individual Priors as appropriate.
Input
This document uses the following input references:
· The OStG Policy and Guidance (PG) Manual
· Chapter 2.4.7 Self-Governance Policies, Committees of the Board
· Chapter 3.9 Human Resources Policies, Recognition and Awards
· The OStG Governance - Ceremonial Offices in the Corporation Terms of Reference
· Annex A – the Grand Prior
· Annex D – the Priors 
Output
Given the input references and their general implications, the output of this document includes the:
· Purpose of the Award
· The Insignia and Description
· Basis of the Award
· Award Program Objectives
· Eligibility Criteria
· Presentation of the Commendation
· Award Nomination Process
· Annex A - Examples of Commendation Nominations



Discussion
Purpose of the Award
Founded by the Order of St George, Grand Priory of Canada and the Americas in 2022, the Grand Prior’s Commendation and the Prior’s Commendation are awarded as recognition of extraordinary commitment and service to the Order as a whole or to a particular Priory. 
Such service could include an outstanding contribution to growing the Order or advancing the work of the International Knightly Order of St George Foundation, to the practice of chivalric virtues or other contributions to the development of the Order/Foundation/Priory or the enhancement of these organizations internally or in the public view. The recognized activity/activities must align with the purpose of the Order by:
· promoting, protecting, preserving, and furthering the chivalric traditions and heritage of The Order of St. George;
· practicing the Chivalric virtues of Faith, Service and Honour;
· promoting the well-being, morale, and the quality of life of veterans and members of the Canadian Armed Forces and their families; and 
· supporting programs of leadership, youth development and citizenship delivered by Canadian Cadet Organizations and the Canadian Junior Rangers. 

Insigna and description
	Grand Prior’s Commendation Lapel Pin -  Gold

 [image: ]
 Prior’s Commendation Lapel Pin -Silver

	
Grand Prior’s Commendation
A gold ¾ inch lapel pin with St George slaying the Dragon boardered in red with gold lettering “The Order of St. George” in both English and French.   For French usage, the lapel pin will have the English and French border inverted with Fren h on the top and English on the bottom.

 Prior’s Commendation 
A silver ¾ inch lapel pin with St George slaying the Dragon boardered in red with gold lettering “The Order of St. George” in both English and French.   For French usage, the lapel pin will have the English and French border inverted with French on the top and English on the bottom. 



Basis for the Award

The Grand Prior’s Commendation is awarded to a Dame/Knight who has demonstrated a series of singular deeds or activities over time or in exceptional circumstances, a single significant accomplishment that have/has supported the Order of St George (the ORDER) or the International Knightly Order of St George Foundation (the FOUNDATION) beyond the workings of an individual Priory. 

These acts can include a high level of service or demonstrated dedication to the ORDER/ FOUNDATION; exceptional contribution to the ORDER’S/FOUNDATION’S national initiatives; extraordinary support rendered to more than one Priory or to national level work plans and activities; significant contributions to the practice of the Grand Priory’s chivalric virtues or the development of camaraderie; unique contribution to or the undertaking of activities that build unity of purpose among the  Grand Priory’s  Knights/Dames or which show the  Grand Priory in a most positive light in the general public.

A Prior’s Commendation is awarded to a Dame/ Knight who has demonstrated a series of deeds or activities, or in exceptional circumstances, a single activity, that have/has supported the Priory and its purpose, in a manner well beyond the level of effort normally expected of a Knight/Dame working within the Priory.  
These acts can include a high level of service and dedication to the Priory; outstanding support for the  Priory, its local initiatives and its contribution to the Order of St George (the ORDER) as a whole; exceptional support to fulfilling the Priory’s work plans and activities; contributions to building  camaraderie and the Priory’s team development or any example of significant and consistent effort to assist the Priory in continuously achieving excellence in practicing the ORDER’S chivalric virtues.

Award Program Objectives
The objectives of the Grand Prior’s and Prior’s Commendations are:
· To recognize exceptional contributions (contribution above and beyond the call of duty or normal expectations) that support the ideals and Purposes of the ORDER (FOUNDATION) and the Priories; 
· To energize Knights and Dames for service and the practice of Chivalric virtues by publicly recognizing the rare high standards of those who make a difference at the national and/or the Priory level; and
· To draw the attention of all Knights and Dames to the opportunities for service and encourage them to serve.

Eligibility Criteria
To be eligible for the award, nominees must: 
· be a Dame/Knight in good standing (paid membership);
· have done things truly deserving of recognition; 
· have been recommended/nominated for recognition at the Prior or Grand Prior level.

Presentation of the commendation
Grand Prior’s Commendation: Recipients of a Grand Prior’s Commendation are recognized in a presentation ceremony – normally in conjunction with an Investiture, at which they and provided the gold lapel pin and a framed citation certificate.
Prior’s Commendation: Recipients of a Prior’s Commendation are recognized in a presentation ceremony at which they are provided the silver lapel pin and a framed citation certificate.
Both Grand Prior and Prior Commendation recipients will be acknowledged in the St George Chronicle and names and Commendations will be recorded in the Prior’s and the Grand Prior’s Recognition Log

Award Nomination Process
Grand Prior’s Commendation
Any Knight/Dame (including Priors) of the ORDER may nominate an individual as a recipient of a Grand Prior’s Commendation by submitting a written nomination through the nominated individual’s Prior to the Order of St George Priors’ Committee - Honours & Awards Sub-Committee. A recommendation from this committee will be made to the Grand Prior. The Grand Prior is the approving authority and normally makes the award based of the Honours & Awards Sub-Committee recommendation.
An example of a submission for a Grand Prior’s Commendation appears at Annex A to this policy. In general, the rationale must include a description of the activities being recognized, why these are important to the Grand Priory and the impact FOUNDATION or the on the ORDER and its members. While substantial detail can be provided, the rationale must include a summary to be used as the Citation within the framed citation certificate. 
Prior’s Commendation
Any Knight/Dame of the ORDER may nominate an individual as a recipient of a Prior’s Commendation by submitting the nomination to the appropriate Prior. The written nomination must then be reviewed by Order of St George Honours & Awards Sub-Committee to ensure consistency of application. The Prior is the approving authority and normally makes the award in accordance with the Honours & Awards Sub-Committee recommendation.
An example of a submission for a Prior’s Commendation appears at Annex A to this policy. In general, the rationale must include a description of the activities being recognized, why these are important to the Priory and/or the impact on the ORDER and its members. While substantial detail can be provided, the rationale must include a summary to be used as the Citation within the framed citation certificate. 


Annex A - Examples of Commendation Nominations[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The nomination form “forms” will be available online] 

Award: Grand Prior’s Commendation

NOMINEE: I.M. Great, DStG

CONTACT: Mail and Email

OCCUPATION: Retired Public Service

NOMINATOR: Sally Brown, DCStG, 555-213-1234

SECONDER: John Doe, KStG, 555-222-3333	

RATIONALE:  
Details of performance meriting recognition:





Citation:
For the past three years, Dame I.M. Great has served the Order of St George by contributing to the organization of two successful Investitures, serving as national leader for two successful fundraisers, the funds from which were applied to a veterans’ initiative and a youth development activity in support for Cadets and Junior Rangers, and developing and executing plans for the Grand Priory’s contribution to the Septcentennial (700th Anniversary), the XYZ event. The success of the event added to the Grand Priory’s reputation in Canada and abroad and contributed significantly to accomplishing the ORDER’S first Strategic Priority: To be recognized nationally and internationally as a respected Chivalric Order. 
For her dedication and commitment, Dame I.M Great is recommended for the Grand Prior’s Commendation.
SIGNATURES AND DATE 

	Nominator Signature
	Date
	Seconder
	Date


Honours & Awards Sub-Committee use only

Date Received:  				Date Reviewed:                                                                     

HONOURS & AWARDS SUB-COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  Recommended/Not Recommended 

PRIOR APPROVAL

	Signature
	Date



1. Nominations can be submitted by mail to:

Order of St George Honours & Awards Sub-Committee 
PO Box 112
Tillsonburg, ON N4G 4H3 
Or: by e-mail to: xxxx@orderstgeorge.ca
	 
2. Once approved the Honours & Awards Sub-Committee will ready the certificate and pin for presentation.


Award: Prior’s Commendation
PRIORY: Atlantic

NOMINEE: I.M. Good, KStG

CONTACT: Mail and Email

OCCUPATION: Retired RCMP

NOMINATOR: John Doe, KStG, 555-213-1234

SECONDER: Pony Moore, DStG, 555-222-3333

RATIONALE:  
Details of performance meriting recognition:






Citation:
For the past three years, Chevalier I.M. Good has served as chair of the entertainment committee for Atlantic Priory. During that time, he has made a tremendous effort in organizing priory social functions and has overseen all the planning for Field Knight/Dame investitures. For all these events he worked tirelessly, gathering, and inspiring his supporting team, to ensure that no detail was missed and that all the participants fully enjoyed the function. He takes great pride in promoting the Order of St George and has led the Priory in developing successful postulant petitions for the past three years. 


For his dedication and superb efforts, I.M. Good is highly recommended for the Prior’s Commendation.
SIGNATURES AND DATE 

	Nominator Signature
	Date
	Seconder
	Date



Honours & Awards Sub-Committee use only

Date Received:  				Date Reviewed:			                                                                     

Honours & Awards Sub-Committee Recommendation:  Recommended/Not Recommended 

PRIOR APPROVAL

	Signature
	Date



Date Presented: 	                                      	                

NOMINATIONS PRIOR COMMENDATIONS 
2. Nominations can be submitted through the Prior by mail to:

Order of St George Honours & Awards Sub-Committee 
PO Box 112
Tillsonburg, ON N4G 4H3 

Or, by e-mail to: xxxx@orderstgeorge.ca 
2. Once approved the Honours & Awards Sub-Committee will ready the certificate and pin for presentation by the Prior 
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