[image: ]
Approved 20 April 2022 and updated 16 August 2022




FIELD KNIGHT AND FIELD DAME AWARD PROGRAM
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Governance Flow Suite of Documents
These Terms of Reference for the Field Knight and Field Dame Program are located within the governance suite of documents as highlighted.BOARD HANDBOOK GOVERNANCE SUITE FLOW



Conventions
The following conventions are used in this document.
· Board means Board of Directors
· Citations from other sources are in italics.
· This document uses Hyperlinks or linkages with other documents where practicable.
· OStG means the Order of St. George.
scope
Purpose
The purpose of these Terms of Reference (TORs) is to provide the framework for sponsoring Priories to manage the Field Knight and Field Dame recognition awards program within the Chivalric affairs in the Corporation.
Input
This document uses the following input references:
· The OStG Policy and Guidance (PG) Manual
· Chapter 2.4.7 Self-Governance Policies Committees of the Board
· Chapter 3.9 Human Resources Policies, Recognition and Awards
· The OStG Governance - Ceremonial Offices in the Corporation Terms of Reference
· Annex A – the Grand Prior 
· Annex D – the Priors
Output
Given the input references and their general implications, the output of this document includes the:
· Purpose of the Award
· The Insignia
· Award Program Objectives
· Eligibility Criteria
· OStG Corporate Membership – not members of the Order
· Internal OStG Recognition
· Award Nomination Process
· Limitations
· Posthumous Awards
· Presentation


Discussion
Purpose of the Award
Founded by the Canadian Grand Priory of the Order of St George in 2009, the Field Knight/Dame recognition is awarded to deserving individuals (members of the public) in recognition of community contributions that align with the Order’s Purposes:
· promoting, protecting, preserving, and furthering the chivalric traditions and heritage of The Order of St. George;
· practicing the Knightly virtues of Faith, Service, and Honour;
· promoting the well-being, morale, and the quality of life of veterans and members of the Canadian Armed Forces and their families; and 
· supporting the programs of leadership, youth development and citizenship delivered by the Canadian Cadet Organization and the Canadian Junior Rangers. 
Recipients of this meritorious award are those who have provided outstanding service in their communities and are committed to the betterment of society. 
Insigna
	[image: click to view larger image of the same] 
	The medal is comprised of a silver medallion with the inscription "International Knightly Order of St. George" around its circumference, with the Canadian maple leaf centered at the bottom of the medallion. Centrally, is a relief of St. George defeating the dragon. This medallion is suspended from a red (Gules) ribbon, of approximately 1" in width for the full-sized medal.


Award Program Objectives
The objectives of the Field Knight and Field Dame Award program are:
· To recognize exceptional contributions (contribution above and beyond the call of duty or position) that support the ideals and Purposes of the Order of St George. 
· To build the OStG community profile as a chivalric Order focused on promoting Faith, Service and Honour through work in the public interest and/or community involvement that promotes the wellbeing, morale, and quality of life of veterans, serving members of the Canadian Armed Forces and their families and Cadet and Junior Rangers youth development programs.
· To build the OStG profile among the award recipients with the view toward these outstanding individuals seeking to become Postulants and later Knights and Dames of the Order.
Eligibility Criteria
To be eligible for the award, nominees must meet the following criteria: 
· Demonstrate exceptional contributions over time to the ideals and Purposes of the Order. Contributions may be on the national, provincial or community level and may be in direct or indirect support of individuals, groups or organizations that share the Order’s values, interests and/or mission and contribute to the common good. In special circumstances, recognition may be awarded for a significant singular activity.
· Agree to be OStG ambassadors by upholding its chivalric values and supporting its mission either directly or through other agencies, keeping in mind that the Field Knight/Field Dame is a lifetime recognition. 
OSTG Corporate Membership – Not members of the order
Although associated with the OStG, Field Knights and Field Dames are not members of the OStG corporation. Thus, they do not have voting rights. 

Internal OStG Recognition
Award recipients are:
· invited to participate in OStG and Priory activities;
· included in general interest “mail outs”; 
· provided with links to the OStG Newsletter; and
· included in a national list of recipients including an Honour Roll of deceased recipients. 

Award Nomination/sponsorship Process
nominations/Sponsorship
Any Knight/Dame of the Order may sponsor/nominate a living individual for the award of Field Knight/Dame by completing the Field Knight/Dame application form Part 1. If accepted by the Prior/Priory Awards Committee when one exists, the sponsor must complete Part 2 of the application ensuring that all required documentation is provided to the Prior within a reasonable time period. 
The Prior of the sponsoring Priory reviews the nomination and if satisfied, completes Part 2 of the Petition and forwards all of the documentation to the Order of St George Priors’ Committee, Honours & Awards Sub-Committee. The Grand Prior is the approving authority and normally grants the Petition based of the Honours & Awards Sub-Committee recommendation. 
Limitation
In keeping with the desire to make the award meaningful, the number of awards presented in a year will normally be restricted to not more than five (5) recipients/Priory. 
posthumous Awards
In accordance with the Award objectives and criteria, Posthumous nominations will not be considered. In the event that an individual passes away between the time that the Petition is approved, and the award is made, in accordance with the wishes of the recipient’s next of kin, the posthumous award may be made as part of a public or private ceremony. 

Presentation 
The ceremony must be conducted either by the Grand Prior or a designate – normally the sponsoring Prior. When possible, the ceremony is performed with all attending Knights and Dames wearing their Fighting habits and Neck Orders. The dubbing is performed using the Sword of Justice or the Priory’s blessed sword. The Grand Prior must approve all ceremonial details.

The Dubbing:
I, ___________________FROM THE ______________ PRIORY, 

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE GRAND PRIOR, 

DO MAKE, CREATE AND ACKNOWLEDGE YOU (DUBBING HERE)

AS A FIELD KNIGHT/DAME OF THE ORDER OF ST GEORGE. 

BE ALWAYS VALIANT IN THE CAUSE OF TRUTH AND HONOUR



THE ORDER OF ST. GEORGE CANADA AND THE AMERICAS  GRAND PRIORY - PETITION FOR FIELD KNIGHT/DAME AWARD

The Field Knight/ Field Dame Application is a three-part process. Parts 1 and 2 conducted at the Priory level with Part 3 the responsibility of the Priors’ Committee - Honours and Awards Sub-Committee and the Grand Prior.


Part 1: Initial Recommendation

Information about Sponsor/Nominator
Priory 	_______________________
Family Name ___________________Given Names__________________
Email address 	_______________________Telephone No.	__________________________
Full Address:
Street No and Name: _______________________     
City, Province, and Postal Code__________________________

Information about Nominee
Family Name ___________________Given Names__________________

If a current or past member of the Canadian Armed Forces, a Police or Para Military Service
Service and Branch _______________________________________________________________
Rank Attained: __________________
Orders, Decorations, Medals ______________________________________________________

Honorary Titles_________________________________________________________________ 

Academic Titles________________________________________________________________

Email address 	_______________________Telephone No.	__________________________

Full Address:
Street No. and Name: _______________________     
City, Province, and Postal Code__________________________
Profession_____________________________________________________________________ 

Professional/Qualifications________________________________________________________

Reason for Recognition - Separate Sheet


Name of referee/referees[footnoteRef:1] who will provide letter(s) attesting to the nominee’s suitability for and activities deserving of recognition. _______________________________________ [1:  If the nomination is obvious e.g., silver cross mother/family one referee, if not obvious, two referees] 



Part 2 Submission

The Prior and Priory Awards Committee if one exists, will review the Part 1 material and if deemed a deserving case, request the Nominator to prepare/obtain the following:

1. Final Recognition write up (including any suggestions from the initial review)
2. Letter(s) from referee(s) 
3. The nominee’s biography
4. Confirmation that, if selected for the award, the recipient will agree to be an OStG Ambassador by upholding its chivalric values and supporting its mission. 
On receipt of the Part 2 documentation after a final review, the Prior will complete the following statement:


I ____________________hereby petition the Grand Prior of Canada and The Americas for  

Insert Name ___________________________ to be recognized as a Field Knight/Dame within The Order of St George. In support of this nomination the following documents are provided

1. Nominee’s identifying information
2. Narrative reason for recognition
3. Letter(s) from referee(s)
4. The nominee’s biography
5. Nominees Agreement (agreement/Pledge to defend and support the interests of the Order and his / her fellow members for the duration of his / her life. 

Signature ________________________ Date:  _________________________

Forward the completed application to: 

	Order of St George Honours & Awards 
Sub-Committee 
PO Box 112
Tillsonburg, ON N4G 4H3
	Email or E-Submission





Part 3 Approval
HONOURS & AWARDS SUB-COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  Recommended/Not Recommended 

The petition to award Field Knight/Field Dame to:  _____________________________   is approved

Grand Prior ________________________	Date:  _____________________________
                                      Signature
									







Agreement to be an Order of St George Ambassador

I ____________________hereby agree/pledge to defend and support the interests of the Order of St George and its members and to act as an Ambassador for the Order by upholding its chivalric virtues of Faith, Service and Honour supporting its mission to the best of my ability.


Signature ________________________	Date _____________________________
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